EDIToR,-Geyer et alt found that 8% of their outpatients' antiglaucoma eyedrops and 20% of their tips had been contaminated by microbes (a total of 28%). They concluded that there was a clear correlation between medication contaminated and duration of use (for example, 19% at <4 weeks, 40% at >12 weeks). The Table 5 in our paper. They mention correctly that the sample size in the group that used the drops for less than 4 weeks was 108; however, the sample size in the 4-12 week group is 61 and not 17 as they stated. The difference between the above groups was due to that fact most patients only used the drops for a short time (<4 weeks), and therefore it was difficult to obtain data for longer periods. The proportion of the bottle tip to drop contamination in various time periods is given in Table 1 . It appears to be a function of the duration of use, as high as about 4 at <4 weeks and about 1-5 for longer use. It should be noted that we counted the number of tips and drops contaminated separately for the same medications in Table  1 in this letter, as compared with the number of medications contaminated in Table 5 of the paper. The first European forum on quality in health care will be held on 7-9 March 1996 at the QEII Conference Centre, London 
